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On the Five Pairs of Contradictions in Building World-Class Disciplines

GENG Youquan

(School o f Marxism, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096)

Abstract: Human affairs are riddled with contradictions, and the endeavors to build world-
class disciplines are no exception. In fact, the process of building world-class disciplines is the
process of resolving various contradictions. The better contradictions are resolved, the more
efficient and effective the endeavors will be. Presently, there are many contradictions in building
world-class disciplines in China, which deserves in-depth studies and requires scientific responses.
The five pairs of contradictions discussed in this paper include: the contradiction between the

global universality of world-class disciplines and the particularity based on national needs; the
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contradiction between the richness and the ecological insufficiency of building world-class
disciplines; the contradiction between the regularity of building world-class disciplines and the
inadequate understanding of this regularity by the involved parties; the contradiction between the
high-end nature of building world-class disciplines and the low-end nature of supporting resources
in developing countries; the contradiction between the unknown exploratory nature of building
world-class disciplines and the economic and social eagerness for quick success. Scientific
understanding and accurate grasp of these contradictions together with their laws of movement are
of great significance in building world-class disciplines and even world-class universities.
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