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Research on the Operational Logic and Unexpected Effects of Postgraduate
Education Quality Regulation in China

LI Yonggang' LI Haisheng’
(1. Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350;
2. East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: Affected by the government’ s reform of “delegate powers, improve regulation and strengthen
services”, the postgraduate education field has started quality regulation for nearly ten years. By carrying out
institutionalized evaluation and quality accountability, the education management department has greatly stimulated
the motivation of colleges and universities to use the compulsory bureaucratic system, the highly competitive reward
system, the project system, and the knockout system; these changes in turn lead to ritualistic behaviors in the
management of basic units, supervisor’ strategic actions, and utilitarian learning methods for graduate students.
This kind of hierarchical operation mechanism of postgraduate education quality supervision causes tensions in the
relationship between external quality regulation and internal autonomy of universities, between explicit supervision
and implicit quality, and between quality assurance and quality improvement. In the future, the quality regulation of
postgraduate education should be oriented to quality improvement, establish a risk—based and negotiated quality
regulation model, build a postgraduate education supporting management system in colleges and universities, and
strengthen the quality voice and action autonomy of basic units.

Key words: quality regulation; quality assurance; quality improvement; postgraduate education quality



