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The Impetus, Influence and Development Strategy of the
Expansion of Graduate Education in China

LI Yonggang
(Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: The rapid expansion of graduate education in China has driven by the combination of emergency
adjustment and academic drift under soft constraints. Forming an unbalanced development strategy for graduate
education, which is manifested by the rigid expansion of “weak academic” degree, the local expansion of applied
soft disciplines, the dependent expansion of traditional discipline structure and the expansion of latecomer driven by
local universities. This has led to problems such as the disenchantment of teacher—student relations, conflicts in
training goals, increased pressure on education quality assurance within the graduate education system and weak
external adaptability. In the future, graduate education should speed up supply—side reforms and improve the
responsiveness of graduates to serve the socio—economic needs; establish classification development ideas,
dynamically adjust the degree and graduate education structure; establish a diversified quality view, deepen the
reform of graduate training models; take into account fair development, increase support for latecomer department.

Key words: graduate education expansion; enrollment scale; subject structure; training quality
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