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Professional Socialization: New Theories and Tools for
the Research on Doctoral Education

LI Yonggang
( School of Education Tianjin University Tianjin 300350 China)

Abstract: In terms of the problems of professional identity and degree completion the West has
formed a relatively mature theoretical system of the doctoral students’ socialization. The key elements
of socialization are knowledge acquisition input and participation. The socialization stage of doctoral
students is divided into four stages: expectation formality informality and individuation. The factors
influencing the socialization of doctoral students include the individual endowments micro environment
and macro environment. The interpersonal support from peers other teachers relatives and friends
structural support provided by the departments and colleges and education culture of disciplines and
postgraduates play an important role in the smooth transition of different development stages and the
success of doctoral students’ socialization. In the future the research on the socialization of doctoral
students in China should focus on the outstanding academic ability academic identity and loss of doc—
toral students as well as the institutional and cultural differences in the process of doctoral students’
socialization.
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